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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


~ Extracts of Correspondence. 


From the Rev. Professor Leander 


Van Ess. Marluirg, Aug. 29, 1816. 
I am solicited by multitudes who 


hunger and thirst after the Word of 


tod. I could easily dispose of above 
30,000 copies of my New Testament 
amoung Catholics, and of several thou- 
sands of Luther’s Bible, among Pro- 
testants, particularly those with a 
large print. I have no more Bibles 
of Luther’s version left yall the store 
in hand consists of a few hundred New 
Testaments; and I am truly concern- 
ed for the people who crowd around 
my house for Bibles, as well as for 
those who overwhelm me with written 
applications. My heart is almost 
broken at being obliged to send them 
away empty. May your noble So- 
ciety not slacken in its generous ef- 
forts, but continue to do good, and to 
work while it is yet day, before the 
night sets fn. May your Society con- 
tinually hear the voice of multitudes 
offering up thanks for the peace and 
consolation which they have found in 
the Word of God; let it attend to the 
supplications of thousands still hun- 
gering after the heavenly manna; and 
may the God of mercy, who never 
leaves unrewarded those who dispense 
only acup of cold water to the thirsty, 
‘incline your hearts to relieve these 
Spiritual necessities ! 


From a Catholic Gentleman in Swabia. 
Dec. 18, 1816. 


Thanks to your Committee, the 
seed of the Word of God is now sown; 
many, many a good soil has kindly 
received it. God will give itincrease. 
A growth in divine knowledge, and 
an increase in faith and love to 


Jesus Christ, are already visible in 
many thousand souls. May it con- 
tinue to prosper, and bring forth the 
fruit of the kingdom of God, both 
here on earth, and beyond the grave 
where hope will be exchanged for a 
brighter arid eternal- contemplation 
of the glory of God! 

A desire after the heavenly book 
of the New Testament shows itself a- 
mong all classes, and is continually 
increasing. A great number of the 
Clergy in this Diocess are actively 
engaged in promoting a more univer- 
sal knowledge of it. .The moral ef- 
fects, likely to be produced, are incal- 
culable. A venerable old man of sev- 
enty-two, Chaplain in R—, had no 
sooner heard that I had sent some 


copies of the New Testament to the* * 


Dean of the Chapter, than he ordered 
his horses to be put too, and drove 
immediately to the Dean, fearing all 
the copies might be disposed of, and 
begged to let him have two dozen, 
saying to him: “I am on the brink of 
the grave, what legacy more precious 
could [ leave te my near relations than 
the invaluable word of our blessed Re- 
deemer.” 

I have keen enabled to distribute, 
in the course of this year, 9436 copies 
of the ‘Testament. 


From the Bishop of Janina, of the Greek 
hurch. Janina, January 10, 1816. 


As soon as I arrived in this place 
from Cyprus, I undertook; with re- 
newed courage, to distribute the Mod- 
ern Greek New Testament among my 
beloved people; and, I assure you, 
that at Candia, Cyprus, Rhodes, and 
wherever I was, I met with a great 
disposition to receive the Scriptures, 
and many applications from a dis- 
tance. 

I get what I can for the New Tes- 
taments, but f uever lose an opportu- 


nity of disposing of ove, when & poog 
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we!l disposed head of a family, or an 
indigent clergyman, ora poor caravan- 
ist, desires to ocquire it gratuitously. 
We are ardently desirous to have m 
our hands the whole Scriptures in 
Modern Greek; and it never hap 
ens, when we meet together on the 
Sabbath day, in our place of worship, 
that we are not excited to pray for 
the welfare of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, that it may extend its 
labours of love, and give plenty of 
Bibles in the vernacular Greek and 
Arabic languages. 
Frum ihe Rev. R. Morrison. Canton, 
China, June 8, 1816. 


The liberal’ grant of £1000 made 
by the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety, and mentioned in yours ofJan- 
vary 6, 1815, has been drawn fer by 
me, and shall be faithfully appropria- 
ted to the objects of the Society. The 
second grant of the above sum, men- 
tioned in yours of September 5, 1815, 
shall be forthwith applied as therein 
directed. 

Lhave to return thanks to the Soci- 
ety for 100 English Bibles, and 100 
English Testaments, sent out to my 
eave by the ships of last season. I 
made the Chinese shopmen the dis- 
tributors of Divine Revelation to Eng- 
lish sailors and others. May the 
blessing of God ever a‘tend the pera- 
sal of that sacred book. 

We shall, of course, avail ourselves 
of all criticisms which may react us, 
and also compare our translations 
with others which have been made, 
or which may hereafter be published. 
I sincerely wish that every labourer 
may have his due share of the appro- 
bation of good men now, and of pos- 
teritv. 

About eight months ago FT went o- 
ver the whole New-Testament with 
eare, and marked soime errors of the 
press which had. hefore escaped me. 
The Chinese Dictionary in which f 
am engaged, will graduatly mature 
my knowledge of Chinese ; and, should 
my life he spared a few years, the im- 
provement of the transtation shall be 
a constant clyect with me. 
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“At what period China shall bow 
to the sceptre of Christ,” as you just- 
ly remark, “is a question with which 
we have no practical concern.” Itis 
our duty to employ the means we now 
have; centuries may roll away be- 
fore that submission on their part 
shall be effected. I cherish the hope, 
that Christian knowledge will gradu- 
atly enter by the return of natives 
from the Archipelago. It is a good 
maxim with the Chinese, first to at- 
fempt what is near and easy, before 
aiming at what is remote and difliculte 
Let us pay early attention to the Chi- 
nese living under a Christian Govern- 
ment at Java, and the other Islands. 
From among them TI trust God wilf 
raise up men, whe shall carry the 
glad tidings of salvation to their coun-: 
trymen on the Continent. 

I remain, &e. 
R. MORRISON. 
Rev. John Owen. 
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ASTA- 


Extract of a Memoir, relative to the 
Progress of the Translations of the 
Sacred Scriptures at Serampore, in the 
year 1815, 


In the course of the past year, the 
Pentateuch has been printed off in 
the Orissa language. This fully com. 


pietes that Version of the Scriptures 7 


and thus the whole of the Sacred Or- 
acles are now published in two of the 
languages of India—the Bengalee and 
the Orisses. 

In the Sungskrit, the Pstorical 
Books have been completed at press. 
In this ancient language, therefore, 
the parent of nearly all the rest, three 
of the five parts into whieh we divide 
the Scriptures are heth translated 
and pubimshed-—the New Testament, 
the Pentateuch, and the Historical 
Books. ‘Two remaiu, the Hagiogra- 
pha, which is now put to press, and 
the Prophetic Books, the translation 
of which is nearly finished. 

In the Hindee language, the Histor- 
ical Books are printed off: three fifths 
of the whole Seriptures are therefore 


‘published in this language. The Ha- 
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giographa is also put to press, and the 
Prophetic Books are translated. It 
was meniioued, in the last Memoir, 
that the second edition of the New- 
‘Testament in this language was near- 
ly finished: it is now in circulation. 

In the Mahraita language, the His- 
toricai Books are nearly printed off: 
the Pentateuch and the New Testa- 
have been long in circulation. After 
these, ranks the Skikh, in which the 
New Testament is printed off, and 
the Pentateuch printed nearly to the 
end of Exodus. 

{n the Chinese, the Pentateuclhi is 
put to press ; but various Circumstan- 
ces have occurred to retard the 
printing. The ‘ethod of printing 
with moveable types being entirely 
new in that language, much time is 
necessarily requisite to bring it to a 
due degree of perfection: The pres- 
ent type in which we are printing, is 
the fourth in size which we have cut; 
each of which has sustained a gradu- 
al reduction. This last, in which we 
are printing both the Fentateuch and 
the Epistles, is so far reduced, that, 
while a beautiful legibility is preser- 
ved, the whole of the Old Testament 
will be comprised in little more than 
the size of an English Octavo Bible, 
and the NewTestament willbe brought 
into nearly the same number of pages 
as an English New Testament. The 
translation of the Old Testament is 
advanced nearly tothe end of the 
Prophet Ezekiel. 

In the Telinga language; the New 
Testament is more than half through 
the press. In the Bry, also the New 
Testament is printed nearly to the 
end of the Epistle to the Romans, 
Three of the Four Gospels are finish- 
ed in the Pushteo or Afighan tan- 
guage, the Bulochee, and the Assain- 
ese. ‘I'hose in which St. Matthew is 
either finished, or nearly so, are, the 
Kurnata, the Kancuna , the Mooltanee, 
the Sindhee, the Kashmeer, the Bi- 
kaneer, the Nepal, the Ooduypore, 
the Marawar, the Juypore, the Khas- 
eve, and Burman languages. 
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Extract from the sixth annual Report 
of the ‘British and Foreign School Sos 
ciety. 


On reviewing the progress of the So- 
ciety, it is observed :— 

It is not to be wondered at if.the 
harvest ripers slowly; ior must we 
be disheartened ifa storm should here 
and there appear to destroy a part 
of the produce, reared with diligence 
and watched with care. Tlie stein 
may bow, or even break—the root 
wi’! remain sound; and even acquire 
additional strength to shoot forth fresh 
and vigordéus branches, when the 
cloud shall be dispersed, and the sun 
shall have resumed its beneficial in- 
fluence. 

After stating, generally, that the in- 
formatidn received respecting the 
schools on the British system, esiab- 
Nshed in the United Kingdom, “ con- 
tinues to be highly satisfactory, and 
that, in many places, they are advan- 


cing in prosperity, and in the extent > 


of their beneficial influence,” the Re. 
port proceeds to review the Society’s 
FOREIGN OPERATIONS. 
Russia. 

Though no decisive measures have 
as yet been adopted, your Committee 
are izformed that a plan is actually 
in agitation in Petersburgh to form 
‘A School-Society for Russia,” for 
the purpose of establishing schools in 
different parts of that empire; also 
to render every possible advice and 
assistance to such of the nobility as 
wish to do the same on their estates, 
as well as to Merchants and other be- 
nevolent persons desirous of promo- 
ting that philanthropic purpose ; and 
their correspondent adds : “ Your let- 
ter has thrown light upon a_ point 
which has caused a good deal of difli- 
culty; you are willing to assist iu 
training a Teacher or Teachers to be- 
gin with. This offer is of very great 
importance, and your letter contain- 
ing it will be the means of removing 
difficulties which have hitherto beeu 
lying in our way.”—It is by thus give 
ing a stimulous te energies whieb en 
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ly require to be called forth; by facili- 
tating the first steps in the introduc- 
tion of well regulated schools, that 
this Seciety can bestow incalculable 
benefits upon whele nations and em- 
pires, and acquire a claim to the af- 
fecTion and gratitude of future gene- 
rations. 
France. 

With a mingled feeling of satisfac- 
tion and regret, your Committee must 
now direct your attention to France; 
the country from which such encour- 
aging and promising information was 
comunrunicated to the last two Gener- 
al Meetings. 

The delight which has been expe- 
rienced by every friend of truth and 
religion—at the zeai and ardour with 
which the most enlightened and be- 
nevolent men of that country espous- 
ed the eause of Universal Education, 
and at the rapid progress which was 
made in the establishment of Scheols 
on the British system—must natural- 
ty be considerably diminished by the 
laie determination of the French 
Government to abandon the liberal 
principles on which they set out; to 
shut the door of the new schools a- 
gainst ehildren of all those parents 
who cannot conscientiously consent 
to have them edueated under the di- 
rect influence of all peculiar tenets 
and practices of the Roman Catholic 
Church. 

Every additional inqiury which 
those really liberal men and philan- 
thopists, who compose the “Society 
for elementary Instruction” formed at 
Paris, have made, give new proofs of 
the neglected state of popular eduea- 
tion in that country; aud set the great 
extent of the advantages likely to re- 
sult from a general adeption of the 
British System, in a strbclearer light. 

From the Report of that Society, 
rendat their General Meeting on the 
{9th of Februiry last, it appears that 
two thirds of the chidren of age to at- 
tend schools, amounting at all times 
io upward of two millions, ave grow- 
ing upin ignorance ; and, of the whole 
mass of the inhabitants of France, a- 
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bout sixteen millions are unable to 
read or write. | 

It is therefore with sensations of 
great delight, that we turn from a pic- 
ture so truly melancholy, to review 
the great and successful: efforts which 
have been made during the last eigh- 
teen months. » rn 

In a former Report, your Commit- 
tee had the satisfaction to state the 
success of the first efforts of the Com- 
mittee of Instruction in Paris, and 
the zeal and activity with which 
they were pursuing their grand ‘ob- 


ject. 


‘he same Report also bears ample 
testimony to the readiyess and zeal 
which has been evinced in many pro- 
vinces,in favour of the new system. 
It states, that “ already the provinces 
follow the example of the Metropolis, 
and have eagerly demanded advice, 
Masters, and Assistants of every kind. 
‘he mest respectable public men 
write us very pressing letters; and 
generous and enlightened philanthre- 
pists found establishments at their own 
expence. France will soon possess 
many Societies similar to yours 5 
which, in their turn will become the 
models of new associations ; and this 
happy contagion will extend itself, by 
gradual approaches, to the most re- 
mote and meglected parts of the king- 
dom.”” 

Reside the schools in Paris, already 
mentioued, the whole metropolis has 
been divided into twenty-four districts, 
meach of which it is proposed that 
schools shall be established. Several 
respectable individuals have undere 
taken'to form sehools at their own 
private expense. And several ladies 
are applying themselves to acquire the 
system, in order to form female schools. 

That under circumstances appa- 
rently so auspicious to the disseminas 
tion of light, the Ordinances of the 
Gevernment of the 19th ef March 
and 4th of April should have put an 
obstacie in the way of the success 
of the New Schools by ordering the 
Roman Catholic Religion to be ex+ 
clusively taught in them, and every 
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master, not professing that religion to 
be immediately dismissed, must sensi- 
bly afilict every enlightened and be- 
nevolent mind; especially as, in con- 
sequence of this arrangement, those 
very persons who had been the foun- 
ders of the system in France, and to 
wiiom that country is so deeply in- 
debted for the blessing, viz. Mr. Mar- 
din, Mr. Frossard, and Mr. Bellot, be 
ing Protestants, are prevented from 
exerting their distinguished talents 
with the greatest effect. 

Your Committee are, however, far 
from cousidering the progress which 
has been made toward spreading the 
British System in France as _ uselgss. 
They can still rejoice at having been 
the means of transplanting it; being 
firmly persuaded that thereby benefits 
have been bestowed on France, which 
neither time nor circumstance will be 
able entirely to destroy. Masters 
have been tained and qualified, by 
Mr. Martin and his associates, for 
carrying on the great cause. In fact, 
the system has been exhibited to the 
view of the French nation; and your 
Committee feel assured, that its sim- 
plicity, beauty, and economy, will ap- 
pear so evident to the quick and live- 
ly perception of that people that iis 
ultimate success is infallible. 

Switzerland, 

Your Committee have been infor- 
med by Dr. Marcet, that many en- 
lightened individuals in Swiizerlaud 
are at this moment engaged in pyo- 
moting schools upon the British sys- 
tem. 

Mr. Pictet, brother of the learned 
and amiable Professor of Geneva, has, 
by his jtraly patriotic and noble ex- 
ainple, kindled a zeal, which your 
Committee trust will produce most 
gratifying results. 

Hayji. 

Your Committee cannot deny them- 
selves the satisfaction of noticing the 
efiorts which are now made to iutro- 
duce and spread civilization, by the 
only method which can be successful- 
ly attempted—an improved and uni- 
versal religious education iy the new 


Kingdom of Hayti. 
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The philanthropist watches, with a 
peculiar attention, and not without 
consiierable anxiety, the sieps by 
which we hope and trust the people of 
thal interesting country are gradual- 
Jy emerging from the miseries of op- 
pression and the horrors of destructive 
warlaves and whats Letter calculated 
fo encourage these hopes than tle 
observation, that the Chieti of that na- 
tion seems to be convinced that the 
surest means of healing the wounds 
of ljong-protracted warfare and san- 
guinary conflicts, of establishing and 
strengthening the social lies, and of 
introducing happiness, are to be found 
in the general diffusion of knowledge, 
and tke dissemination of the Scrip- 
tures? 

The following passage is quoted 
from his public prociamation in the 
Gazette of Hay ti. 

“History informs us, that every 
people, sbefore they were civilized, 
were plunged in the darkness of bar- 
barisin; that they became civilized, 
afier a lapse of time, only by the.i- 
troduction of kuowledge, the fruit of 
instruction and expericnce. ‘To ace 
quit ourselves of this first debt of Gove 
ernmeut, Public Instruction has ein- 
inently engaged our atiestion. We 
have requesied froin other nations, 
learned Protessors and skilful Artists 
efevery kind, to intreduce into the 
kingdom the sciences and arts. 

“The Professors and Artists who 
come todevote themselves to the in- 
struction of youth, shall be effectual- 
ly encouraged aud protected. They 
shall experience complete toleration. 
The diflerence of nation, or of reli- 
gion, shall form no motive of exclu- 
sion. We shal! attend to nothing, 
but merit and abiiities. ‘The deserv- 
ing man—no matter what the coun- 
try which gave him birth, what the 
creed in which he has been trained 
—shall always be well received, aud 
shallenjoy the advantages of safety 
and protection which our laws ac- 
cord to strangers of all nations tnhab- 
iting the kingdom. 

“ Haytians !” he cries, as he ap- 
proaches the conclusion, “ twen:y-six 
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years of revolution, as yet without ex- 

ninple in the history ‘of the world, 

thirteen of indepe ndence glorious y 
obtained, have purchased these great 
events. No, we are not the same 
persons! W hat a prodigious change 
has been effected in ali that surrounds 
us! Fermeritv, with humbie brow, 
with eyes attached to the ground, as- 
similated to the brutes crouching to 
the ins of the tormenter, we lived in- 
deed, but we were dead to the uni- 
verse; we had faculties, but those fac- 
ulties were crushed under the load of 
servitude and of ignorance! The cry 
of liberty was heard—we burst our 
chains. With elevated front, with 
eves directed to the heavens, we can 
contemp ate the works of Divine Mu 

niticence ! Restored to the dignity of 
man and society, we acquiie a new 
existence; our faculties unfold them- 
se ves; a new career of happiness 
and glory is openened before us. Al: 
mighty God ! superior Arbiter of the 
Universe. thanks be to Thee forever ! 
receive our vows and our devotion ! 
Ye virtuons philanthropists, friends of 
humanity! contemplate your work, 
the fruit of your caves and labours. 
Redouble, if that is possibie, your 
veal, your activity, in the cause of the 
human race. The Haytrans will justi- 
fy vour generous endeavours by living 
facts and examples. 

‘In vain, hereafter, will the de- 
tractors of the human race urge their 
sophisms and exceptions: instead of 
answering, let us march with rapid 
stiides towards civilization. Let 
them, if they please, contest the ex- 
istence of our intellectual! faculties, 
affirm our partial or total inaptitude 
for the sciences and arts: let us an- 
swer them by irresistible arguments ; 
Jet us convince the imptous by facts 
and examples, that the Blacks, in like 
manner as the Whites, are men, and 
the workmanship as well as they, of 
Omnipotent Wisdom.” 

Agreeably to these views, the kings of 
Hav ti has commissioned some distin- 
guished philanthropists in this coun- 
trv, not only to engage proper persons 
fo furm a complete seminary of ede- 


cation, calculated to teach all the 
branches of art and science, and as 
dapted to the richer classes, but also 
lo @Dtain what assistance is practica- 
ble tor affording education to the 
great body of tlie people : and this 
Society has also been called upon to 
aid this excellent cause, by supplying 
Masters for Elementary Schoo!s. 

In this region, therefore, a new 
field appears to be opened. And ifit 
is an undeniable fact, that the British 
System is peculiarly calculated to 
surmount the great difficulties that 
oppose themselves to the introduction 
of knowledge where it has before been 
quite neglected, and that its acquisi- 
tion will not require greatexpense of 
time or money; how important an 
instrument may it not become, in the 
hands of Divine Providence, to alarge 
community of those of our fellow men, 
who have too long been considered ag 
incapable of being raised to the dig- 
nity 8f men, to the invaluable bles- 
sings of civilization, and to the ability 
of strengthening their faith, hope, and 
clarity, from those sacred oracles 
which, by divine aid, were destined to 
become the means of salvation for 
them as well as for ourselves! 





From the Missionary Register. 
HINDOO SUPERSTITION. 


A member of the Committee of the 
London Church Missionary Society, 
when in India, was much struck by 
the figure of one of the Fakeers, or 
Mendicant Devotees, whom he was 
accustomed to see by the side of a 
public road, near Calcutta. This man 
had held his arms crossed over his 
head, till all circulatien ceased, his 
nails grew into long claws, and hts 
arms withered and become dead and 
stiff, so that he could not remove them 
from that position. He sat with his 
legs tucked up under him, till they 
became almost useless. He was 
brought out daily, and placed on his 
seat, which was covered with a leop- 


ard’s skin, his back being supported 


against a cushion. 


‘The wretched people crowded rou 
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this Fakeer, and thought him a most 
Holy Mau, and a wonderful favourite 
of their gods, and pampered him 
with delicate food. 

One of these miserable Fakeers lay 
for many years on a bed of Spikes; 
others will cause hooks, that are tas- 
tened to the ends of cords, to be fixed 
into the fleshy parts of their backs ; 
and will let men raise them high from 
the ground, and swing them reund for 
a long time: and, m various other 
shocking ways, these men will tortu,e 
themselves. 

We have been used to think, that 
they submitted to these sufferings to 
obtain the pardon of their sins: but 
the Rev. Daniel Corrie has assured 
us, that very few ef these deluded men 
have any idea of their being sinners. 
They put themselves to this pain, that 
they may draw the wonder and vene- 
ration of the ignorant heathen ; and 
especially, thatthey may obtain some- 
thing from their gods, to gratify their 
pride or their lust.. As the false reli- 
gion, by which Satan deludes them, 
gives them all a notion, that after 
death, their souls will go into other 
bodies; they hope, by these tortures, 
to be made great men and kings upon 
the earth. Here and there oue, per- 
haps, may feel himself to be a sinner; 
and where God has taught them this, 
they will leap for joy to hear the great 

_and blessed message of the Gospel— 
that the blood of Jesus Christ cleunseth 
from all sin: but, in general, these 
men are proud and arrogaut,soon an- 
gry, and very malicious; and will cail 
down dire curses on the heads of auy 
that offend them, er who do not pay 
them proper veneration. They even 
think their own merit to be so great, 
that they suppose they can compel 
their gods to grant their wishes; and 
this keeps the poor people around 
them in bondage, and makes them 
tremble to oflend these men. 





AFRICAN ORDEAL. 

The report of the select committee 
of the H. of Commons, on the state of 
British forts on the western coast of 
Sitica coutains the following account 
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of the mode of trial, for offences a- 
mong the natives. 

“ ‘Trial proceeds, for the most part, 
upon evidence, but in particular ca- 
ses the erdeal or doom is resorted to, 
Dooin is a poisonous bark, and is thus 
administered with great ceremony. 
The accused persou, or a proxy, is 
stripped qaite naked, and seated oa 
the ground, in a public place; a cer- 
tain quantity is given, which he or 
she iwusteat; immediately after a 
large calabash of water is placed be- 
fore tlie person, who drinks as much 
as the stomach will contain, when 
vomiting consequently takes place, 
If the doom is thrown up, the person 
is consijered innocent; if it remains 
on the stomach, it is an indication of 
guilt; the latter seldom occurs: how- 
ever theve have been some instances 
which have proved fatal. The idea 
of doom stnkes such aterror in the 
minds of the natives, that | am of 
opimion very few submit to the “vr 
who are not perfeetly inuocent,’ 
Londox paper. 
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AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 


The first anniversary of this grea. Setional 
Institution was holden «at New-York oa 
the 3ib inst. We hope soon tw have it 
in our power to lay before our readers 
che very interesting Repor: read and a- 
dopted at the meeting. We copy the 
following briet account of the proceeti- 
ings trom the New-York Daily Adver- 
tiser of the 9th inst, 


“ Yesterday the first anniversary of 


the American Drepte Socretry was cel- _ 


ebrated iu this city. The meeting 
was held at Washington Hail, where 
the Seciety assembled at 11 o’ciock, 
A.M. Gen. Matthew Clarkson, the 
Senior Vice President, present, pre- 
sided. ‘The business of the day was 
opened by reading the 55th chapter 
of Isaiah, by the Rev. Dr. Romeyn. 
A letter was read froim the venerable 
President of the Society, the tion. 
Elias Boudino/, of New Jersey, ® ©!0- 
gizing for not being able to atten . on 
account ef the state of his health, and 


* ec..-* . 


a2 








308 RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


expressing his most ardent wishes, and 
his most fervent prayers, for the pros- 
perity of the Society. Similar letters 
were read from the honourable John 
Jay, His Excellency Governor Smith, 
of Counecticut, the Hon. Judge Bush- 
rod Washington, of Virginia, Hon. 

Jucye Tillghman, of Pennsylvania, 
Chief Justice Thompsen, of New- 
York, and the Vice President of the 
United States, the Hon. Daniel D. 
Tompkins, giving their several rea- 
sons for not being able to attend the 
meeting, and all expressing their 
strongest wishes for the success of the 
Institution, The first annual Report 
of the Society was then read by the 
Rev. Dr. Romeyn, Secretary for Do- 

mestic Correspondence. 

“‘ In this very interesting document, 
which was listened to with great at- 
tention by the meeting, afier acknow- 
ledging the protecting care of Provi- 
dence over the Society through the 
year, the managers considered it an 
act of duty, as well as of pleasure, to 
declare, that the plan of the Society 
was derived from that of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society. ‘They 
then proceeded to state, that their at- 
tention was called at the commence- 
ment of their labours, to the impor- 
tance of procuring stereotvpe plates 
for the Bible ; that they have obtain- 
ed several sets, of different sizes, one 
of which they propose to place at 
Lexington, in the state of Kentucky, 
under the direction of the Kentucky 
Bible Society; that already a large 
proportion of the talents, influence 
and respectability of the country are 
in favour of the Society, and they en- 
tertain no doubt that great numbers 
will hereafter be added to it: that 
many clergymen have been made 
members for life, by the liberality of 
their Secieties, or by members of 
them, and that females have, in most 
cases, been generous contributers to 
that object; that the attention of the 


Society has been directed to the im- 
portance of translating the Scriptures 
into different languages, particularly 
the French, Spanish and Portuguese, 
and of the Aborigines of this country ; 
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that official notice had been given to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
of the formation of the American Bi- 
ble Society, and that a donation of 
five hundred pounds sterling has been 
since received from that Society, to- 
gether with their various translations 
of the Bible, and copies ef their Re- 
ports—And, in concluding, they say, 
that they look upon the establishment 
of Bible Societies as ane of the mast 
remarkabie events ef the age—ex- 
press their strong sense of obligation 
and gratitude to the British and Fo- 
reign bible Society, for their centinu- 
anee and assistance; the establish- 
ment and exertions of which Society, 
in this stupendous Christian Charity, 
they consider as conferring greater 

honour on that nation, than has been 
conferred on any nation since the 


“ Sceptre departed from Judah, anda _ 


Lawgiver from between his feet”— 
that they could not mentien this sub- 


ject without bestowing this praise up- 


on that nation, nor, praising it, could 
they say less—No other kind of good 
can be compared to that of doing 
pie to the souls of men—te make. 
them blessed in this world, and-bless- 
ed in the world to come. 
©The above is a very imperfect 
general sketch of the Report. As it 
is ordered to be printed, the public 
will be favoured with it at large. 

After the reading of the Report 
was finished, the following Resolutions 
were unanimously passed— 

ist. Ou motion of the Rev. W. Hill, 
President of the Frederick County 
(Virg.) Bible Society, seconded by 
James Buchannan, Esq. British Con- 
sul, N. York— 

Resolved, That the Report now read 
be adopted, and that it be printed un- 
der the direction of the board of Man- 
agers. 

2d. On motion of Mr. John Gris- 
com, of N. Y. seconded by the Rev. 
Francis Heron, Recording Secretary 
of the Pittsburgh Bible Society, Penn. 

Resolved, that the thanks of this 
meeting, be presented to the Presi- 
dent of this Society, for his zealous 
and persevering efforts to form thig 
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institution aid promote its interests. 
3d. On motion of the Rey. Dr. 
Blatchford, of Lansingburg, seconded 


by Aaron Ogden, Esq. late Gov. of 


N, Jersey— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be presented to the Vice 
Presidents, for their patronage and 
support, and the ‘Treasurer and Sec- 
retaries for their services during the 

st year. 

4th. On motion of the Rey. Dr, Mc 
Leod, of N. Y. and seconded by’the 
Rev. Joshua L. Wilson, of Cincinnati, 
Ohio— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 


meeting be presented to the Board of 


Mavagers for their exertions in con- 
ducting the business of the Saciety. 
5th. On motion of Wm. Jay, Esq. 
of Bedford, West Chester county, sec- 
onded by Mr. Thomas Eddy, of N. Y. 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
Society, be presented to the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian church, 
for their early and decided approba- 
tion of the Institution of this Society, 

xpressed in their narrative of the 
state of Religion within their bounds. 
6th. On motion of Jeremiah Ev- 
arts, Esq. of Boston, seconded by the 
Rev. Mr. Feltus, of New-York— 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of this 
Society be presented to the numerous 
Auxiliary Bible Societies, for their ex- 
ertions to promote the object, and 
auginent the funds of this Society. 

7th. On motion af Samue! Bayard, 
Esq. of Princeton, and seconded by 
Chief Justice Kirpatrick, of N. Bruns- 
wick, New-Jersey— 

Resolved, ‘That the thanks of the 
meeting be given to those congrega- 
tions and individuals which have con- 
stituted their Pastors members for 
life of this Society. 

Sth. On motion of Joshua Wallace, 
Esq. of Burlington, New-Jersey, aud 
seconded by the Rev. Mr. Hart, of 
Stonington, Connecticut— 

Resolved, That the thanks of this 
meeting be presented to all those in- 
dividuals and Societies who have con- 
iributed to the funds of this Institution. 

Agreeably to the Constitution of the 
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American Bible Seciety, one fourth 


of the Board of Managers g go out of 


office at each annual meeting. To 
supply the vacancies thus occasioned, 
the ioilowing gentlemen were elected. 
‘The last three are new members, ir 
the rooin of others who liad declined 
a re-election :e— 
John Aspinwall, Samuel Boyd, 
Divie Bethune, D. P. ¢ ‘ampbell, 
John Bingham, George Griffin, 
Leonard Bleecker,Zechariah Lewis, 
Henry Rogers. 





Anniversary of the New-York Sunday 
School Union Society. 


Continued from p. 794. 


Rev. Mr. Spring moved that the 
dione be printed. 

Mr. J. Easilurn : 

I rise to second the motion of the 
Rev. gentleman who has just satdown, 
for publishing the Report, and to con- 
gratulate the Society on this, their first 
Anniversary. 

When I take a review of the past 


year; of the obstacles o1 ergome; of: 


the prejudices encountered, and ‘of 
the great indifference which by many 
has been shown to this Institution, I 
cannot but hail thisevening as affor ‘d- 
ing triumphant evidence of the excel- 
lence of our system. Had we listen- 
ed to the fears of the faint-hearted ; 
the objections of the hall-informed ; 
or the predictions of those whom, with 
unpardonable apathy, have yet leis- 
ure for prophecy, your committee 
might either have held their meeting 
in solitude and in sorrow, or have a- 
bandoned an Institution, for which 
thousands are this moment blessing 
them. But your comupittee, sir, 
though neither prophets, nor the sons 
of prophets, foresaw the difficulties 
which might impede their course, and 
with Providence for their guide, they 
determined to meet and to conquer 
them. With their shoulder to the 
plough, they remembered the caution 
of their Master, and looked only for- 
ward. Need I enter into the success 
of theirlabours? Your Report, in lan- 
guage far better than I am capable of 
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giving, has stated the facts, and with 
these I am sure the Society will rest 
satisfied. I shall, therefore, leave 
that part, to touch upon two or three 
other particulars, deserving of notice. 

An objection, sir, has been fre- 
quently made to this I[nstitutiou, on 
the ground that to teach the poor to 
read on the 
that Holy day. This objection, sir, 
isa verd old one. Whenan unfledg. 
ed youth I have heard it repeated a- 
gain and again, but I venture to af. 
firm, that such an objection was ne- 
ver made where a complete ignorance 
of the nature and tendency of ‘he 
Sunday School system did not exist 
yn the mind of the objector. A breach 
of the Sabbath to teach the vicious 
an the illiterate to read and to value 
their Bible? A profanation of the Sab- 
bath, through the medium of the Scrip- 
tures, to dispel the mists of ignorance, 
and to open the floodgates of divine 
jight on the regions of moral dark- 
ness? To break the fetters of trans- 
gression by the all-powerful agency 
of the word of the living God? No, 
sir, it is Impossible. But I will not 
attempt reasoning on this subject; I 
should trifle with the time, and insult 
the good sense of this assembly by such 
a course. ‘To those lovers of sacrifice 
snore than of mercy, however, I must 
be allowed tosay: Come with us, and 
we will show you the effects of our 
system. You shall hear the songs of 
blasphemy exchanged for praise ; you 
shall see the hearts of the disobedient 
subjected to the wisdom of the just. 
Come with us and behold the once de- 
graded and neglected child, now cor- 
rected, refined, and exalted. Come, 
and examine the streets where roam- 
ed the lawless and the profligate. 
These moral pesfs are gone. Turn 
aside into that school, and behold 
them listening to the words of Life. 

See what order reigns! what radi- 
ance is shed over the countenance ! 
The very features are recovering their 
natural forms under the plastic hand 
of the Teacher. Yes; the seed is 
sown, the principle has been implant- 
¢f, the fruit is appearing; at first the 
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Sabbath was a breach of 
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blade, then the ear, and soon shall 


you see the fullcorn intheear. The 
genial influence of this woral sun is 
riping the fruit. Wait, ye friends of 
unprotected youth, and ye shall see 
an abundant harvest. 

[ must be pardoned, sir, if,in a few 
words, [ call your attention to the ef 
fect which the Sunday School produ- 
ces upop all whe are concerned in 
them. It is but one year since we 
commenced our operations in this ci- 
ty. Viscouragements assailed us on eve 
ery hand Those who ought to have 
given their instant support, declared 
that no necessity for such a Society 
existed. They said all the poor were, 
or, if it was not their own fault, might 
be instructed. But the principal dif- 
ficulty arese from the parents of the 
destitute and tguorant children. Ma- 
uy refused their children the privi- 
leges which we tendered them; and 
stiil more objected—-without any sense 
of religion themselves, they saw nu 
necessity for it in their offspring. But, 
sir, these objections have vanished. 
We ventured to assert on this floor at 
our first meeting, what we have since 
seen realized—that the most effectual 
mode of approaching the parent, ts 
through the medium of the child—not 
to enter into the reasons for this, we 
need only state the fact. The indif 
ference of the parent, in many Cases, 
has been removed; the affections 
have been enlisted, and the obstinacy 
has been subdued. Vices bave been 
abandoned, by the mild and simple 
rei nstratice of the recently instruct- 
ed child, and there are not a few of 
those parents who are now hailing the 
patrons of these Schools as the best 
friends of the human race. 

One effect of your system I cannet 
but notice. Jtis the moral beauty, 
harmony, and order, observable in all 
the Sunday Schools. ‘Those members 
of your Committee who have regular- 
ly visited the Schools every Sabbath, 
have been foreibly strack with this 
fact. Sir, it is anew thing in the 


earth, and an effect which no other 
institution that Lam acquainted with, 


has produced, Your Society brings 
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together youth blooming with health 
and beauty, and the chastened under- 
standing of mature years. It blends 
jn its operations all the various tal- 
ents, feelings, views, and fraities of 
the human mind and constitution. — 
Yet there is no discord 5; the most tr- 
ritable listens with patience to the dul- 
jest pupil; the most intelligent to the 
jeast instructed. The up/ified rod has 
no place here—the angry passions 
seem subdued by the importance of 
the charge, overawed by the sanctity 
of the day and of the deed. Itis the 
voice of affection which the scholar 
hears—the language of kindness, as 
of the tenderest parent, which soothes 
or subdues his heart. Observe the 
teachers—a smile of joy greets the 
young pupils as they approach thein ; 
the Sabbath has to them new charms, 
becaus» it renews their duties and 
their pleasures, 

Here perhaps, Sir, I ought to stop ; 
but I feel solemnized by the subject 
and the occasion. ‘The Sunday schools 
have oce:;id my attetion so long 
and so cevp!y: and I oonceive my- 
self to owe them so heavy a debt, that 
T cannot but detain you ove moment, 
while I call upon the Superintendents 
and ‘Teachers to renew their efforts, 
remin'ed, as they must be, of the un- 
certainty of life, and of the rewards 
which are in their view. 

* How swift the shutile flies that weaves 

our shroud.” 

Time, on eagle’s wings is hurrying 
us on, and the space allowed us for 
fulfilling owr duties in promoting the 
present and eternal welfare of the ri- 
Sing generation, will soon be gone. 
We shall all sleep in the dust; but 
“that day, for which all other days 
were made,” is fast approaching, 
when, starting from the grave, and 
conquerors over death, shall spring 
forth those benevolent individuals who 
have been the happy means of leading 
the youthful mind from vice and er- 
ror, to purity and truth. Methinks] 
seetheday! Thecurtainisup. There 
sits the judge; and there, those who 
are to be judged. Now come for- 
ward the men, whose delight was tg 
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bless as much as to be blessed. With 
humble reverence, and radiant coun- 
tenances they approach the ‘Turone ¢ 
‘Here we are, and the children whom 
Tuov hast given us,” forms their Short 
successful appeal. Listet to the voice 
from the ExceLLenr GiLony -—We.i 
pone! is pronounced before assem- 
bled worlds—wELL DoNE ! is re-echo- 
ed through the vaulted heavens.— 
Then commingling with the spirits of 
the just, now made perfect, and cheer- 
ed by the plaudits of that company 
which no man can number, they 


** Clap their glad wings aad tour away, 
And mingle with the b.aze of day ” 


Rev. J. X. Clarke. ‘ihanks to the 
President. 

The origin, the nature, and progress 
of this Instition have been so weii ex- 
plained, as to preclude the necessity 
of along detail, or minute observa- 
tions, ‘The superior excellence of it, 
is immediately perceived by its heav- 
enly effects; and the multitude of 
children redeemed during the last 
year from ignorance, from filth, and, 
from apparently moral death; wile 
we must render the thanks and the 
glory to the living God, yet calls from 
our bosom the profoundest respect and 
the purest affection for those who, in 
this Society, have been as distinguish 
ed for their exertions, as we know 
them to be venerable in their charac- 
ter, and kind and benevolent in heart. 

Look at the elevation of character 
and the comfort of human society, 
connected with such an Institution. 
You may find among these poor chil- 
dren scme of your future statesmen, 
who, by their consummate prudence, 
their profound erudition, and their 
commanding eloquence, are to legis- 
late for your comfort, and vindicate 
the rights and glory of your country, 
Some who shall carry to the house of 
mourning, kindness to the bosom, and 
balm to the diseases; and who knows 
bu! out of them there shall be some 
who, burning with zeal for the Re- 
deemer’s glory, may go forth to pro- 
claim the glad Udings of truth toa 
perishing world, 

Krom what bave you redeeme@ 
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these children ? Without your patron- 
age would they not have been left in 
ignorance of God and of the hope of 
heaven ? Would they not have re- 
maiued in poverty, in dissoluteness, 
and probably in everlasting death? 
And when left without the fostering 
eare and the kind direcuon of the 
Lord Jesus, would they not have been 
the victims of the first temptation ? 
Where would have been the chart to 
direct them through the sea of turbu- 
leut passion ? Where their faithful 
helmsman ? Where their anchor of 
h >pe? Where there guiding star? Would 
they not soon have fallen iuto ruin 
and disgrace, and bave brought down 
thegrey hairsof their parents in sov- 
row to the grave ? 

But how many parents will rise and 
bless you. The idea of his poor chil- 
dren being rescued from death, will 
shed the beams of joy upon the coun- 
tenance of a dying father as he bless- 
es the sons who are gathered around 
him; it will soothe the sorrow and 
cheer the heart of the fond mother, 
as she breathes her last love upon her 
weeping daughters! It will seal upon 
her lips the silence and tranquility of 
death. and chrystallise her last tear 

into a gem of heaven. And in the 
judgment day many of these their 
children shall hail you as their spiri- 
a fathers, and joined to the ce ole S- 

ial throng, shall thank you through 
a ages, for teaching them the 
knowledge of a Sunday School. Y eS; 
vou are rearing up plants for God, 
and he will at last transplant them in- 
to a brighter climate and a happier 
soil. 

Proceed, sir, with such Institutions, 
and you will make the wilderness to be 
glad, and the desert to rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. Instead of the 
temple Jugernaut, you shall behold 
many & fair and glorious edifice, that 
shall grace the banks of that refresh- 
ing stream which glides to gladden 
the city of eur God. 

Yes; I behold the time, when by 
such exertions, the, darkness which 


low Overspre ads a heathen world shall 
escape, and that world shall bail and 
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be illumined by the light and glory of 
the Son of Man.—W hen those in our 
own country who blaze in fame, shall 
join with the enlightened sons of Eu- 
rope, and concentrate their power to 
contend for God—when this Gospel of 
the Kingdom shall cheer the cold 
Laplander, and refresh the African on 
lis burning sands—when tne giad 
sound of the trumpet of Life shali ar- 
rest the rude savage as he roams lu- 
gubrious and wild along the banks of 
the Missouri; his hot knife shall drop 
from his bloody fiand, his frightful 
yell, which now thrils the besom of 
the fond mother and attrights the sieep 
of the cradle, shall be changed into 4 
song of celestial praise; and frem the 
farthest isie, around which the sea 
rolis its thundering waves, even to 
the river, and the ends of the earth, 
shall be heard that divine and univer- 
sal swell, * Allelulia, Salvation! for 
the Lord God omnipotent reigns,” 
Countenance with your presence 
this Institution. And then, Sir, the 
auspices and exertions of such gen- 
tlemen as yon, shall shed a rainbow’s 
radiance upon the religion of our 
times, and redeem from oblivion that 
golden period, when again the hymn 
of angels shall be heard below, “ Glo- 
ry to "God in, the highest, on ear th 
peace aud good will towards men.” 


( Lo be concluded ) 





SABBATH SCHOOLS. 

We have just received from Liver. 
ool a copy of anexcellent little work, 
entitled * ‘The Sunday School Teach- 
er’s Monitor: together with hints for 
self-examination, addressed to per- 
sons of various classes In connection 
with Sunday Schools; being the sub- 
stance of two Addresses delivered to 
the Teachers of Great George-street 
Sunday School, by the Rev. Thomas 
Raffles.” The naine of the author 
of this work will be, to those who have 
read his life of the amiable and evan- 
gelical Spencer, a sufficient recom- 
mendation. We cannot better ex- 
press our approbation than by pre- 
senting copious extragts from these 
addresses to our peaders, recousmend- 
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ing them to the attention of all who 


feel interested for the salvation of sin- 


* ners and the glory of the Divine Re- 


deemer.—Rel. Rem. 


EXTRACT I, 
1. The work of Sunday School Teachers. 


Your work is of the highest order. 
The object of a Sunday School is the 
noblest in the universe: the know- 
ledge which you teach is that of eter- 
nity and Gods the end at which you 
aim is the renovation of the human 
mind, and the salvation of the immor- 
tal soul: the motive by which you are 
stimulated, is superior te the desire 
of wealth, or the love of fame: and 
the character you form hae rang sad 
transcending that ef the scholar, the 
statesman, or the hero—a character 
which shail emerge in all the glory ef 
that celestial world which it is detin- 
ed to inherit, and from which its ele- 
ments were drawn, amid the dissolu- 
tion of all things—when the proudest 
monuments of art are blazing round 
you in the general conflagration ; 
when the trump of fame is silenced 
by the trump ofthe archangel; and 
the exploits of the warrior are no 
longer rehearsed amid the mingled 
transports and terrers of the rising 


dead. 


Your object is varidusly expressed 
in the sacred volume; but every meth- 
od of expression only tending to shed 


‘still clearer light upon its nature. It 


is to dumm many to righteousness ; to 
win souls ; to turn the children of diso- 
betience to the wisdom of the just; to 
turn thewr feet from the paths of the de- 
stroyer ; and from the fn vad read that 
leadeih to destruction, into the nar- 
row way that leadeth un{o life ; to trans- 
late them from the kingdom of darkness 
wito the kindom of Ged’s dear Son.— 
But here I must anticipate another 

part ef my address, lest at the very 
onset, I should be mistaken. ‘Fhis is 
not, properiy speaking, your work, but 
your end. You cannot accomplish 
Wiis. It isthe prerogative of Ornip 

otence: the Maker of the Universe 
alone can renew the heart of « child, 
and he that created all things, create 
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him anew in Christ Jesus. But this 
is the end at which you must aim; an 
end which God may honour your in- 
strumentality to produce; for which 
he has appointed means, aad the 
use of which means is_ properly 
your work, and in which, when used 
for this end, and in the exercise of 
prayer, you have aright to antict- 
pate his blessing. But if your aim be 
in any respect inferior to this, it is m- 
finitely lower than it ought te be- 
You haveawfully mistaken the nature 
of the business in which you are en- 
gaged; andl hesitate not to say, that 
the sanctity of the Sabbath is violated 
by the consecration of its hours, to 
what thus sinks mto a mere temporal 
and secular concern. 

What is considered as an end in 
other schools, ust be regarded only 
as a mean m your's; where other 
teachers are content to stop, your 
proper work does but begin. You 
teach them the art of reading, that 


thus through the medium of books, - 


they may make themselves acquaint- 
ed with the thoughts of others; and 
the artof reading is as precious to the 
poor man as the rich: it renders him 
independent of those low and sensual 
sources of enjoyment, to which, under 
vther circumstances, in his leisure 

hours he must have recourse, as a re- 
lief from the insufferable dulness of ? 
fire-side at home, which he knows 
no method te enliven. And, in addi- 
tion to the art of reading, on secular 

days, are communicated, especially 
to the children of the female school, 
other arts, the knowledge and practice 
of which will tend to inake them use- 
ful members of the community, in 
which they are soon to take an active 
part. In connexion with these things, 
it is, doubtless, your care to tame, as 
much as may be, the fierceness of 
their tempers, and to impart a char- 
acter of miidpess and generosity 
to their disposition and their hab- 
its; to instil principles of imtegrity, 
subjecuon, and domes¥c @conemy, 
that they may not be let loose upon 
society tike beasts of prey, oO embark 
ou the ocean oi life, prepared to run 
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before the wind in whatever direction 
it may blow. And here other estab- 
lishments, which propose not to them 
selves an end like yours, would be 
content to stop; and for this they 
would deserve weil of society, whose 
jnterests they have so far promo- 
ted. To this point, then, you tra- 
vel with them, and so far you act in 
concert: But here you must leave the 
mere philanthropist, and, assuming to 
yourself the Christian, travel on.— 
Whither ? Toeternity! You must re- 
gard these children as the probation- 
ers for eternity,—as the destined heirs 
of eternity! You must familiarize 
‘ourselves with the scenes of eternity 3 
vou must fix your eye intently on 
them, and never lose sight ; you must 
embue your spirit with their awful 
iMport; you must teach with eterni+ 
ty petually in view, or else you will 
not feel sufficiently for the objects of 
your care, to employ, with the dili- 
gence and fervour they require, the 
means appointed for their salvation ; 

ou will often sink unconseious!y be- 
fow your aim, and cool in'o compara- 
tive indifference, in a work to which 
the hopes and the fears of eternity a+ 
ikke should stimulate. 





REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 


From the Panoplist. 


The hopeful religious appearances, 
in many parts of our country, still 
continue. The revival at Newark 
suffers no abatement, so far as we 
learn. It is considered as the most 
remarkable revival, which has taken 
place for many years. We hear that 
the good work prospers in several 
towns in Vermont. There have been 
recently some signal displavs of divine 
grace. Happy will it be if our coun- 
try should generally partake of these 
influences, which have been so gra- 
ciously vouchsafed to some parts of 
it, in so distinguished a manner. 

A letter to the editor from a clergy- 
man, who resides in the Connecticut 
Reserve, contains the following intel- 
gence. “ The church and Society 


m.ihis town are in @ very promising 
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state. Our meetings on the Sabbath 
are generally crowded, especially 
when there is preaching. Within a- 
bout nine months past, 40 persons 
have been received into our coimmu- 
nion; 23 from other churches, and 17 
by profession. About half the late 
number are the fruits of a little Fevi- 
val, with which we were favoured last 
summer. We expect several others 
will unite with us before long, by ma- 
king a public profession of religion. 
Last summer and fall there were pret- 
ty extensive revivals in several towns 
of Ashtabula county ; particularly in 
Austinburg, Morgan, Rome, and Jef- 
ferson. Inthe former of these places, 
containing 40 or 60 families there are. 
probably not more than three or four 
in which there is not family worship. 
The Grand River Presbytery, during 
their session in February, formed 
themselves into a Seciety for the ed- 
ucation of pious young men for the 
ministry; and appointed a committee 
to publish an address on the subject.. 
The Connecticut Reserve Bible Soci- 
ety are about procuring 400 more Bi- 
bles, making 1,600 im the whole pro- 
cured by that Society. The subject 
of the establishment of a College in 
New Connecticut has lately begun to 
interest the attention of the public. 
Thus you see, dear Sir, that this new 
country is prospering. The wilder- 
ness is indeed beginning to blossom. 
We trust that it will ere long bring 
forth fruit in abundance tothe praise 
of the glory of divine grace. Atleast 
we have much cause to rejoice in thé 
past and to hope for the future. 
Letters received by the Editor of 
the Recorder from the District of 
Maine, give information of a revival 
of religion in North Yarmouth; where 
about forty are under serious ime 
pressions, m the first parish, under 
the preaching of the Rev. Mr. Hil- 
liard—the other societies are also par- 
takers in the work. In Pownal, a 
town adjoining, there is a genera! and 
special attention to divine things. Im 
Portland, about sixteen have recent- 


ly obtained ahope. In Aljred, about 
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twenty have made a profession of re- 
ligion within ashort time, and a num- 
ber more areenquiring. Thomastown 
also is said to be visited with the in- 
fluences of the Holy Spirit. 


er ED 


We notice, with pleasure, that the Board 
of Directors of the American Bible Soci- 
ety have resolved to publish tbe Bible in 
the language of the Aborigines of this 
eountry. We cherish the hope thet 
something will yet be done for :bis abus- 
ed: and much injored people; and that 
while we are fattening on ‘he soil which 
“ Nature’s great charter” had given 
them. Christiaas, at least, will not be 
backward in seuding -he Rible and Mis- 
sionarries to teach ‘hem i's holy precepts 
and the blessings of civilization, as some 
remuneration for their sufferings. Who 
can read the following reflections of an 
Indian Chief, and not feel for them and 
acknowledge that they are men of dike 
passions witb ourselves 
The writer of this was present at 2 

dinner given by general Knox, toa 

number of Indians in the year 1789, 

at New-York; they had comme to the 

President on a mission from their 

nations. The house was in Broad- 

way. A little before dinner, two or 
three of the Sacheims, with their chief 
or principal man, went into the bal- 
cony atthe front of the house, the 
drawing room being up-stairs. From 
this they had a view of the city, the 
harbour, Long-island, &c. &c. After 
remaining there ashort time, they re- 
turned into a room, apparently de 
jected; but the chief more than the 
rest. General Knox took notice of 
it, and said tohim, brother! what has 
happened to you ?—You look sorry ; 

Is tliere any thing to distress you? He 

answered—* TI tell you brother. 1 

have been looking at your beautiful 

eity—the great water—your fine coun- 
try—and see how happy you all are. 

But then, I could not help thinking, 

that this fine country and this great 

water were once ours. Our ancestors 

Fived here—they enjoyed it as their 

own in peace—it was the gift of the 

great spirit to them and their children. 

At last the white people came here in 

a great canoe. They asked only to 

let them tie it to a tree, lest the waters 


should carry it away—we eouseated. 
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They then said some of their people 
were sick, and they asked permission 
to land themand put them under the 
shade ofthe trees. ‘I'he ice then came, 
an! they could not goaway. They ther 
begged a piece of land to build wig- 
wains for the winter—we granted itto 
them. ‘They then asked for some corn 
to keep them from starving—we kindly 
furnished it to them, they promising 
to go away when the ice was gone. 
When tisis happened, we told them 
tiiey must go away with their big ca- 
noe; but they pointed to their big 
guns round their wigwams, and said 
they would stay there, and we could 
not make them go away. Afterwards, 
more came. They brought spirit 
ous and intoxicating liquors with 
them, of which the fudians became 
very fond. They persuaded us to 
sell them some land. Fimally they 
drove us back, from time to time, in- 
to the wilderness, far from the water, 
aud fish and the oysters—they have 
destroyed the game—our people have 
wasted away, and now we live miser- 
able and wretched, while you are en- 
joying our fine and beautiful country. 
This makes me sorry brother! and I 
cannot help it.” Bouptnor. 
Improvement of time. 

“ The loss of time,” says the late 
amiable Dr. Lettsom, « may be calcu- 
lated by the mean duration of human 
life: in this country, at least in the 
metropolis, about one half of the ra- 
tional creation die under four years 
of age; and pertaps were the calcu- 
lation to be universally extended, up- 
on the average, thirty years existence 
to each would equal, if not exceed, 
the life of the individual; from these 
ten vears may be deducted for child- 
hood, during which period few ration- 
al pleasures are cultivated ; this re- 
duces the possession of time to twen- 
tv years; and, if we allow one half te 
sleep and sickness, we shall then have 
ten years left for the promotion of 
intellectual improvement and general 
happiness.” Lettsoim’s Hints to pro- 
mote Beneficence, &c. vol. mi. p. 83. 

Such is the average portion of ac- 
tive exigtence allowed toman! Andis 
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this the being that is complaining of the 
tediousness of life, and the slow flight 
of time? that is conitnually seeking 
some new diversion, some fasinonable 
amusement to consume his ime’ A- 
las! for the inconsistency of our fel. 
low creaturés—shall I say? Alas! 
for ours! 

‘The fact however aticrds us an im- 
portant lesson, which cannot be ex- 
pressed with more point, than the wise 
man’s inference from the same pre- 
inises—“* W hatsoever thine hand find- 
eth to do, do ut with ALL vay arcHr.’’ 
Eccles. ix. 10. 

‘This is the thought I would recom- 
mend to your readers as well as my- 
self,as a motto forthe new year 1317; 
and it will suggest 

1. Diligence wm business. What 
the possessor of only ren years of 
life, and those, perhaps, half spent, 
stand idling in ‘the market place, the 
very centre of activity? but I need 
say but little here, as an idle charac- 
ter is universally despised. 

2. Economy of time. What! the 
possessor of only TEN years, and those, 
it may be, neatly exhausted, seeking 
expedients to kill time! Alas! we go 
on with our reduction, and from these 
ten years deduct.the time lost by neg- 
ligence—wasted in idleness—murder- 
edby vice—and what is the residawem ? 

3. This maxim suggests energy in 
benevolence. Look around, my fel- 
low men; you mean, Ff hope, to do a 

great deal of good, but you are hesi- 
tating —consideri ng, calculating, what 
you shall do: and while vou are thus 
hesitating, the poor and distressed are 
slarving—sickening—dvying ! 

But you will “ leave the poor very 
handseme legacies i in your will.” Be- 
nevolent creature ! you will keep your 
property to the last moment, and when 
you are suffering for covetousness in 
another world, your executors shall 
have the pleasure to distribute that 
property which you would net part 
with, even were it for the salvation of 
your soul. 

“But stop! (say you) we have al- 
ready far outlived your calculation, 
and see many years of probable ex- 


; 


istence still before us.” Be it so: sit 
down then, with pen in hand, and cal- 
culale—lLow many years have you 
employed in your proper sphere of 
duty ? how many years (Yvears shall [ 
say, or days?) have yeu filled up in 
acts of beueficence to men, or devo- 
tion to your Maker? But 1 conclude. 
Every man can pursue these enqui- 
ries best aloue. Farewell, Reader : 
draw thy chair—sit down—and may 
Conscience do its office !—Lon. paper. 


Conference Meetings: A recent fact. 

A pions old lady, in a coaniry town, bad 
feng been in, the habit of attending reli- 
xtous confertnce meetings ;_ for, like many 
others she had often found them refresbing 
and strengtbening to her Christian graces ; 
sndshe kiuew, by happy experience, that 
Christ was faithful to his promise, ** that 
where two or three are gathered together 
in my name there am 1 in the midst of 
them’”’—and she thought (differently front 
many cold professors) tlrat it was a privi- 
lege to’be where Christ was. it happened 
however, as in many otber places, religion 
had gotto alow ebb—the ways of Zion 
mourned because few came to her solema 
feasts—the love of Christians had waxed 
cold—the wise and the foolish were alike 
asleep, and they gave up conference meet- 


“ings eatirely. I am inclined to think hew- 


ever, that it was because they gave up 
these meetings and neglected oiher duties, 
thatthey became so cojd and stupid— 
be that as it may, the good old lady could 
not bear to give them up; she spoke 
tv one and another of the brethren to in- 
trodace them again—but with one accord 
they replied, we have worn them quite out, 
mo body willattend. Not satisfied, the old 
lady said she would go if no body else went 
—aceordingly ihe next Wednesday even- 
ing she took her hymna book and watked 
some distance to the school house where 


‘the meetings used to be held—here she 


prayed, and sung, and prayed. On her way 
home she stopped at a neighbour’s house to 
rest her. “ Where have you been?” satd 
the neighbour. “ Why, I have been to con- 
fereace.”—* To conference ! I did’nt know 
there was one—who was there ?” “ O, God 
was there, and I was there, and we have 
hati a good conference; and there is t 

be another next Wednesday evening.” Ac- 
cerdingly next week the old lady went 
as before; but what was her joy and 
surprise to fad the house was crowded; 
her pious zeal bad admonished professors ; 
Chris ens were awakened ; sinners were 
alarmed: and verily God was there, and 
from tho. time has been carrying ona glo- 
rious work of Grace | in the piece, ~ & 
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